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Family and Early life 
David Dick Findley Graham was born in Ayrshire, Scotland on the 22/11/1858 and arrived in 
Queensland in 1881. His previous occupation was a gardener. 

He was appointed to St Helena Island Penal Establishment on the 8 May 1883 and in 1884 he 
applied for special leave from 22/1/1884 to 29/1/84 to be married in Sydney.  

David married Mary Ann Gibson and they went on to have 7 
children: 

1885 Annie Isabella Gibson   

1887 Mary Ann  

1889 Grace Montgomery 

1892 James Finlay Gibson   

1895 David Douglas Dick Finlay  

1897 William Gibson  

1900 Donald Hector MacDonald  

Died 17/1/1902. 

Grace Graham was born on St Helena Island on the 
15/10/1889 as shown in her birth certificate (right).  It is possible but currently unknown if Annie, 

Mary or James were born on St Helena Island also.  

Prison appointments 
David Graham was appointed to St Helena Island Penal Establishment on the 8 May 1883, as a 

warder.   

In 1893, David transferred to the Rockhampton Gaol where he took up the role of Senior Warder. 
He remained at Rockhampton for 20 years until he returned to St Helena Island Penal Establishment 

on the 31/5/1913 in the role of Acting Chief Warder while Chief Warder Bowden was on leave.  He 
was appointed Chief Warder at St Helena on the 27/11/19. 
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David Graham was next appointed Acting Superintendent of the St Helena Island Penal 
Establishment in June 1924 after the death of Superintendent John MacDonald. He retired from the 

prison service on the 31/12/1924. 

St Helena Island - Family Information 

It appears that David and Mary Anne (left) were living in 

the Warders’ Married Quarters on St Helena Island not long 
after their marriage, as evidenced by documents in 1885 to 

the Colonial Secretary:   

Married Warders 

Application for married warders to purchase bread and 

sugar from island for use for families. 

Signed – Hore, Smyth, Gunning, Campbell, McPherson, Bell, 

Munro, Dalton, Harrison, Fetherstonhaugh, Holloway, 
Graham, Keating, Cloherty. 

Again we have definitive proof that the family were living 
on the island in a house in the year Mary Ann Jnr was born: 

1887 (approx. March) 

 Official table of Warders at St Helena compiled by William Townley, Superintendent 

*Uniform and rations 

+House and firewood, uniform and rations 

#House, firewood, light, uniform, double rations 

Letter to the Colonial Secretary, 13th January 1890 St Helena 

To the Hon Col Sec, Sir 

Name Occupation First App’t 

Qld  Govt

App’t St 
Helena

Length  
service, St 
Helena

Salary on 
App’t

Present 
salary

Remarks

David 
Graham

Warder 8/5/83 8/5/83 4 years 80 0 0 100 0 0 +
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The undersigned officials of the above establishment most respectfully beg to make application to 
you for an allowance of kerosene for lighting purpose. In making the application we must 

respectfully beg to refer you to page 146 of the last Blue book published, which states “All other 
employees in this establishment are provided with quarters, fuel and light etc.” It appears that at 

one time kerosene was issued to all warders, but from some abuse of the privilege the practise of 
issuing was discontinued by a former Sup’t. In support of this application we humbly beg to state 

that out of 40 officials on this establishment, the undersigned 11 are the only ones not receiving 

light. 

Signed: 

Donald Macpherson  E Cloherty 

C Fetherstonhaugh  D Graham 

John L Sanders  RM Gunning 

J Murphy   William Harrison on leave 

M Dalton   William Lynch 

Jas Munro 

Memo:  I don’t know how the kerosene began to be stopped…perhaps Captain Townley 
can shed some light…the warders are perfectly correct in their statement. C Pennefather 

Memo: One gallon per month per man approved.  

It appears at least Grace lived on the island with Mary Ann and David after the family returned to 
live on St Helena Island in 1913.  

School on St Helena Island  
A school (right, 1939 photo, SP collection) had 
been officially established on the island in 
1881and warders with children in the school 
were interviewed about the suitability of the 
School Teacher, Mr Hore. David Graham had 
been dissatisfied with the teaching instruction 
in 1887, despite his eldest, Annie, being only 2 
year old. It is not definitively known if Annie was 
at the school at this stage. When an enquiry 
was held in 1890, David Graham was one of 
the candidates for being interviewed, though 
he was on leave at the time: 
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Department of Public Instruction 
Report of Inquiry at St Helena – John Shirley  Nov 15th 1890 

In accordance with instructions received I visited St Helena On Wednesday Nov 12th and made 
inquiry as to whether Mr Walter A Hore, teacher of the Provisional school on that island, is suitable 
for the work of educating others properly. 

Warder Cloherty Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Dissatisfied now. 

W Munro Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Dissatisfied now. 

Fetherstonhaugh Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Satisfied now. 

McPherson Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Satisfied for past 1 ½ to 2 years 

Howard Not on the island. Quite satisfied. 

Harrison Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Quite satisfied. 

Sanders Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Thoroughly satisfied. 

Graham Dissatisfied and signed the petition in 1887. Absent on leave. 

I recommend Mr Hore’s transfer from the island. 

John Shirley. 

St Helena Penal Establishment - David Graham   
David Graham’s obituary in 1930 gives an insight into the particular skills and passion he brought to 
his workplace. 

Mr. D. D. F. Graham. 

THE death of Mr. David D. F. Graham, a well-known retired officer of the Prisons Department, 
occurred in Brisbane on March 2. He was born in Ayrshire (Scotland) in 1858. On arriving in 

Queensland 49 years ago he entered the prison service as a warder at St. Helena, where he was 
largely responsible for the laying out of the flower gardens and lawns, which until recent years were 

a feature of the island. In 1893 he was transferred from St. Helena to Rockhampton as senior 
warder, and after many years of faithful service he was promoted to the position of chief warder, 

and later was acting superintendent of the prison there. While in Rockhampton he devoted much 
time to the beautifying of the prison grounds… 

Thu 6 Mar 1930 - The Queenslander (Brisbane, Qld. 1866 - 1939) 

Warder’s Defaulter’s Book – David Graham 
7/7/1885 Not vigilant at his post. Reported by the Superintendent. Reprimanded. 

16/2/1887 Not vigilant at his post. Reported by the Superintendent. Reprimanded. 

1/8/1887 Not signing the Time and Occurrence Book. Reported by the Chief Warder. Cautioned. 
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St Helena recreation 
David appears to have joined the St Helena Rifle Club not long after he was appointed to St 
Helena, though he does not seems to be a crack shot. In 1885, he was placed 15th out of 16 
warders within the St Helena team in the shooting contest and in 1917 he was 7th out of 8. 

ST. HELENA RIFLE CLUB, 1920 including David Graham (second from left, front row) 

    

Lateryears on St Helena and on retirement 

David Graham’s obituary continues to provide details of the later part of his career and also of his 
death on the 2/3/1930: 

He was a staunch member of the John Knox Presbyterian Church, acting for many years as 
treasurer of the Board of Management. He was ordained a member of the Kirk Session, and was 

appointed to a seat on the Rockhampton Presbytery. After residing in Rockhampton for twenty 
years the late Mr. Graham came back to St. Helena as chief warder, and at the time of his 

retirement on reaching the age limit was acting superintendent there. He is survived by his 
widow, three daughters— Mrs. F. Williamson, Mrs. R. C. Goss, and Miss Grace Graham, of 

Toowong; and three sons, Messrs. J. Graham and W. Graham, of Toowong, and D. Graham, of 

Glenmore, Rockhampton.    Thu 6 Mar 1930 - The Queenslander (Brisbane, Qld. 1866 - 1939) 
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Graham family on St Helena Island in the 1900’s 

When David Graham returned to St Helena Island in 1913, many of the family returned also to 
Brisbane. It is not known how many children were living permanently on the island from 1913, but it 

can be determined from photos that Grace was on the island during this time.  

The 1910’s was a time when many of the older Graham children were married and beginning 

families. 3 of the grandchildren – Graham, Reg and Nell - visited and stayed with their 
grandparents a number of 

times over Christmas and 

holidays. At this time, many 
photos were taken of the 

whole family around 
Warders’ Row (right), around 

the island and on tramcars 
on the island. This photo 

collection is very significant 
as it is holds images of many 

parts of the Penal 
Establishment before the 

prison was downgraded and which are not seen in other collections. The collection held by QPWS 

Heritage Parks based at Fort Lytton and is known as the Fiona Pearce collection. 

QPWS also interviewed Nell Pearce in 1987 to get her recollections of her time on the island. Nell 

recalled: “All I know was that I was a little girl who used to go and visit Grandma and Grandpa in 
the holidays and have a beaut time. I used to go fishing and the boys, Graham and Reg, were 

mad at me because I caught a fish and they didn’t.” Nell was able to name the family members in 
the photographs and give some detail, (below) 

Annie Isabella Gibson Graham married 

Frank Williamson in 1912.  

Their child David Graham was born 

24/11/1912. He was known by the name 
Graham, and was the eldest 

grandchild. He appears in a lot of the 
photos. Nell described Aunty Annie as 

‘the fat one’ in the photos. Annie died 
18/5/1979. 

Photo right of Chief Warder David Graham and his grandson Graham. Fiona Pearce collection 
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Mary Ann Graham did not like the name Mary Ann, and was always called Tot. Nell described Tot 
as ‘the skinny one’ in the photos. She married Reginald Charles Goss on the 20/12/1911. Tot and 

Reg’s eldest son Reg was born on 4/1/1913. He also appears in the St Helena photos. Another son, 
William Goss, died in Rockhampton aged 9 months and another son, Donald, was born on the 

15/4/1914 and died in Brisbane on the 20/1/1915. 

Grace Montgomery Graham (image, right) was born on St 

Helena Island 15/10/1889 and lived on the island for a 

significant amount of time. She never married. She, Bill 
and their mother Mary Ann lived together in Ascot and 

Toowong after David Graham Snr had passed away. Her 
niece Lyndell, recalls Grace speaking often and with 

fondness of her time on St Helena Island. Grace died on 
the 22/9/1984. 

James Findlay Gibson Graham, known as Jim. He married 
twice, first to Margaret Williamson in 1922. Jim and 

Maggie had a child, Douglas Gibson Graham who Nell 
said was known as Gibson. Since he was a bit younger 

than Graham, Reg and Nell he does not appear in the 

prison photo collection. Douglas died on the 
15/6/1981and is daughter Lyndell Hikaiti contacted St 

Helena Community in 2018. 

David Douglas Dick Finlay, known as Doug. He married 

Ellen Augusta Murdoch and Nell Pearce was their daughter, born on the 9/7/1916. Nell was married 
on the 15/5/1939 at Rockhampton to Henry George Pearce.  She had a son Gregory David in 

February 1942. Nell was interviewed by QPWS in 1987. It is her recollections that have given 
background to the photographs in the Fiona Pearce collection. The image on the right is Nell aged 

about 4 years old with her Aunt Grace on St Helena Island around 1920.  

William Gibson, known as Bill. He never married and lived with Grace and Mary Ann, his mother, in 
Toowong after David died.  
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